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Your family, your choice

Looking after your family is the 
most important job in the world 
and that’s why we’ve always 
tried to support families and 
the choices they make. Tough 
financial times are putting 
extra pressures on families. 
Coping with everything that 
needs to be done - looking 
after a home, caring for children 
and sometimes for elderly or 
disabled relatives too – is an 
even bigger daily challenge as 
a result. We recognise these 
pressures often fall hardest on 
women in families, especially if 
they are working full or part-
time. 

We think it’s important to 
listen to all families, giving 
them the flexibility to draw on 
financial support and services 
such as childcare in the ways 
that suit them best.  We won’t 
judge families: families come 
in di!erent shapes and sizes 

and we don’t think it’s fair to 
favour one way of family life 
and penalise another. And 
we believe in universal public 
services on which all families 
can rely; we reject the Tory 
approach of cutting children’s 
services, Child Trust Funds and 
Tax Credits for middle class 
families.

In the weeks ahead, you’ll be 
making a big decision about 
the kind of future you want 
for your family and for Britain. 
There is a stark choice ahead 
— a choice between creating a 
future that is fair for all, or a 
change that puts the economic 
recovery at risk, threatens 
public services, and makes 
life tougher for families. We’re 
fighting for a fair future for all.

Families are where most of us find the love and support 
for happy lives. Families matter a great deal to us all as 
individuals — at every stage in our lives — as well as to our 
society. Much of who we are and what we become begins 
at home. It’s from our parents, grandparents, brothers and 
sisters, partners and children that we learn our values and 
find out about the world.
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Helping families with childcare 

Being able to rely on good childcare means 
parents with young children can go out to work 
if  they want or need to, knowing their children 
are being well cared for and learning as they play. 
Labour has transformed support for families with 

and help in getting back to work for parents. 

to be at the heart of  local life.

the number of  registered childcare places 
since 1997. These are now in lots of  different 
settings, such as nursery classes in schools, with 
childminders and in local playgroups, as well as 

Our record of supporting families
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Helping with family finances

We want more families to be able to take 

that working parents on low incomes can get the 

ten million children, and all families with children 

with children aged one and two years old.

workers – many of  them women caring for 

entitlements. 

1999 to help low paid workers. 

Young people staying on at school or college now 
get Education Maintenance Allowances worth 

Helping balancing work with family time 

Labour has transformed family friendly rights 
more than doubled statutory 

their child.  

maternity allowance by reducing the time 

to them: from two years when we came into 

easier to return to work.

per cent of  fathers now take time off  work at the 
birth of  their child.  

We changed the law to allow parents of  all 
children under 16 (or disabled children under the 

help them balance work and home. Ten million 

emergencies.
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Helping with better schools
 

raised standards in our schools. In 1997, half  of  

be none.

Most primary and secondary schools now offer 
wraparound childcare, breakfast clubs and after 
school clubs offering drama, sports and music, 

busy working parents as well as their children.

Helping with better playgrounds and 
youth facilities

them accessible to children with disabilities. 

for young people to go, and we are building on 
this through the myplace programme, which 

facilities for young people.

Helping those who care for older or 
disabled relatives 

to combine paid work with their caring 

accepted.

funding for local authorities and primary care 

and their families, including short breaks, 

support for disabled teenagers as they approach 
young adulthood.

Our record of supporting families
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More early learning places for two year 
olds from low income families 

We will treble the number of  free early learning 

childcare and early learning. We will retain 

free early learning places for two year olds. 

Flexibility for the three and four year old 
free nursery entitlement 

education is already popular with parents with 

mums or dads more easily to go back to work 
part time on those days.

are entitled to the ten hour entitlement for two 

hours up for when their child reaches three if  
they wish to either go back to work or work 
longer hours.   

ensure that childcare and early learning is there 
when parents want it.

Starting school when a child is ready 

to start school.

A future fair for all
Our manifesto builds on our track record on helping families. We’re proud of what 
we’ve achieved, but we’re determined to do more to support hard working families.

Family friendly public services
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A new guarantee to parents of extended 
services in primary schools 

Working parents want certainty that they can rely 

a neighbouring school. 

A family friendly NHS

cities. 

We will make radical reforms of  maternity 

a home birth.

midwife for continuity of  care.

and a bed for the father, if  they need to stay 

working together with children and their families.

And for the small number of  children who need 

 possible healthcare and 

Family friendly public services
Your family, your choice
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A new “Father’s Month”

current entitlement to two weeks. We also want 

also allow mothers to pass three months of  their 

months old parents can decide which of  them 
should go back to work.

Flexible working for older workers and 
more help for grandparents

There are 14 million grandparents in Britain, 

kind of  childcare support from grandparents. To 

enabling them to reduce their hours gradually as 

long they choose to keep working.

look after their grandchildren, we will top up 

maintained.

Supporting parents

Many parents are concerned about inappropriate 

childhood.  They do not want to be told how to 

there is a problem. We will support parents who 

marketing. Because retailers must take their 

at their children. 

Family finances

to get on the housing ladder, and support to build 

more security for the future. We will:

time buyers on all homes purchased below 

rises at least in line with 

millions of  families on low and modest 

families with a child aged one or two years

Balancing work and family life
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The choice for your family

Tories would reward a few and penalise the 

afford. 

actually done when it comes to making life better 
for families. They:

rely.

The Tory threat to families — they would:

education, ending free nursery places for 
thousands of  families, whilst cutting the 
funding for childcare and early years learning 

centre, from cuts and those that remain 

families. This would put an end to the high 

of  children and their parents

incomes

where one person goes out to work and the 

parents are not married feel second class, and 
meaning many millions of  other kinds of  

Balancing work and family life
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